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ABOUT THIS RESOURCE  
This resource is intended for teachers of 
students from Foundation – Year 6. It is 
designed to be dynamic and adaptable, 
thereby meeting the changing needs of 
teachers and students. The activities 
included in this resource aim to assist in 
student learning about not only our local 
history and Brisbane City Hall but history 
on a broader scale.

The suggested pre and post visit activities 
can be implemented at different age 
levels and can be used in part or in whole, 
or adapted to suit the specific needs of 
your class. There are also some suggested 
extension activities for those who would 
like to look further into a particular topic. 

CONTENTS
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Vocabulary and resources  10
Activity worksheets 11
Information and contacts 18

THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSEUMS
 
There is no shortage of research indicating 
the benefits of museum visits for children. 
They can provide memorable and immersive 
learning experiences, provoke imagination, 
introduce unknown worlds and subject 
matter, and offer unique environments for 
quality time amongst peers and families.
 
Museum of Brisbane offers a dynamic 
opportunity for learning within a creative 
space. Students can learn more about our 
city’s past while uncovering the histories of 
the people who live here. Bringing students 
to Museum of Brisbane opens their eyes to 
different ideas and perspectives that they 
may not otherwise be able to experience. 
This kind of exposure can help develop 
higher critical and creative thinking skills, 
which are integral to every student’s future 
success.
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Discover what Brisbane was like many 
years ago when horse-drawn trams were 
a common mode of transport, children 
bathed in the Brisbane River and played 
in the streets. During your visit to 
Museum of Brisbane students will gain  
a better understanding of our unique 
history and the lives of their grandparents 
and great-grandparents with hands-on 
educational activities. Students will also 
be able to take a trip up City Hall’s Clock 
Tower and learn about a time when City 
Hall was the tallest building in Brisbane. 

Brisbane now and then has been 
specifically written to complement the 
Australian National Curriculum and 
connect Museum of Brisbane to 
classroom learning in a meaningful and 
practical way. 

CITY HALL 
This experience includes a tour of City 
Hall, affectionately known as the People’s 
Place. Students will explore one of 
Brisbane’s most significant and well 
recognised sites and delve into its varied 
and unique history. Students will learn 
about City Hall’s many uses over the years 
and about specific features within the 
building, which reference historic 
architecture from around the world. 

CLOCK TOWER TOURS  
Take a ride in one of Australia’s oldest 
manually driven cage lifts to the top of 
City Hall’s viewing platform 76metres 
above the city. Using a compass at the top 
of the Clock Tower, students can compare 
the views from the 1950s to what they 
see today. What has changed? What has 
stayed the same? And what does our view 
from the Clock Tower say about how our 
city has evolved?  Following the tour,  
a transport or timeline activity will give 
students a snapshot of Brisbane’s history 
in a fun and engaging way.

OBJECT HANDLING WORKSHOP  
Objects from the past can tell a powerful 
story. Students will have the opportunity 
to touch and feel objects and documents 
that contextualise life in Brisbane in the 
1800s and 1900s. 

Students will handle the objects, discuss 
their uses and make conclusions about 
how daily life may have been years ago. 
They will be encouraged to think about 
the objects’ use and who might have used 
them. As well as why the object may have 
been replaced, while exploring how this 
links with the technological world we now 
live in. By telling these stories and 
learning about  these objects, our future 
generations are given an insight into an 
unknown time and gain understanding  
on where they come from.

Our aim is that over the course of the  
day students learn about history in an 
engaging and memorable way and 
participate in three dynamic learning 
experiences, giving them the opportunity 
to observe, discuss and share. 

Brisbane now and then has been specially 
designed to meaningfully connect with 
the Australian National Curriculum.  
A number of links within History, Math 
and Science are covered from Foundation 
to Year 6. The experience also has primary 
and secondary benefits when used as 
stimulus for English and Visual Arts by 
connecting the students’ visit to 
classroom activities such as story writing, 
poetry and art.

BRISBANE NOW AND THEN 

Pack your bags and travel back  
in time with Museum of Brisbane.
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CURRICULUM

FOUNDATION 

  HISTORY

ACHHK004  How the stories of families and the past can be 
communicated, for example through photographs, artefacts, 
books, oral histories, digital media, and museums     

  MATH

ACMMG007  Compare and order the duration of events using 
the everyday language of time     

  SCIENCE

ACSSU003  Objects are made of materials that have observable 
properties 

ACSSU004  Daily and seasonal changes in our environment, 
including the weather, affect everyday life 

ACSHE013  Science involves exploring and observing the world 
using the senses 

ACSIS014  Respond to questions about familiar objects and events 

ACSIS011  Explore and make observations by using the senses 

ACSIS233  Engage in discussions about observations and use 
methods such as drawing to represent ideas

ACSIS012  Share observations and ideas

YEAR 1 

  HISTORY

ACHHK029  How the present, past and future are signified by 
terms indicating time such as ‘a long time ago’, ‘then and now’, 
‘now and then’, ‘old and new’, ‘tomorrow’, as well as by dates and 
changes that may have personal significance, such as birthdays, 
celebrations and seasons

ACHHK030  Differences and similarities between students’ daily 
lives and life during their parents’ and grandparents’ childhoods, 
including family traditions, leisure time and communications 

  MATH

ACMMG021 Describe duration using months, weeks, days and 
hours  

  SCIENCE

ACSSU019  Observable changes occur in the sky and landscape 

ACSHE022  People use science in their daily lives, including when 
caring for their environment and living things 

ACSIS024  Respond to and pose questions, and make predictions 
about familiar objects and events 

ACSIS213  Compare observations with those of others 

ACSIS029  Represent and communicate observations and ideas  
in a variety of ways such as oral and written language, drawing  
and role play

 
YEAR 2 

  HISTORY

ACHHK044  The history of a significant person, building, site or 
part of the natural environment in the local community and what it 
reveals about the past 

ACHHK045  The importance today of an historical site of cultural 
or spiritual significance; for example, a community building, a 
landmark, a war memorial 

ACHHK046  The impact of changing technology on people’s lives 
(at home and in the ways they worked, travelled, communicated, 
and played in the past)  
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 MATH

ACMMG021  Describe duration using months, weeks,  
days and hours

ACMSP262  Choose simple questions and gather responses  

  SCIENCE

ACSHE034  Science involves asking questions about,  
and describing changes in, objects and events 

ACSHE035  People use science in their daily lives, including when 
caring for their environment and living things 

ACSIS037  Respond to and pose questions, and make predictions 
about familiar objects and events 

ACSIS040  Use a range of methods to sort information, including 
drawings and provided tables 

ACSIS214  Through discussion, compare observations with 
predictions 

ACSIS041  Compare observations with those of others

ACSIS042  Represent and communicate observations and ideas  
in a variety of ways such as oral and written language, drawing  
and role play

YEAR 3 

  HISTORY

ACHHK060  The importance of Country and Place to Aboriginal 
and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples who belong to a local area. 
(This is intended to be a local area study with a focus on one 
Language group; however, if information or sources are not 
readily available, another representative area may be studied) 

ACHHK062  The role that people of diverse backgrounds have 
played in the development and character of the local community  

  MATH

ACMMG062  Tell time to the minute and investigate the 
relationship between units of time

ACMSP068  Identify questions or issues for categorical variables. 
Identify data sources and plan methods of data collection and 
recording

ACMSP069  Collect data, organise into categories and create 
displays using lists, tables, picture graphs and simple column 
graphs, with and without the use of digital technologies 

ACMSP070 Interpret and compare data displays   

  SCIENCE

ACSSU044  Living things can be grouped on the basis of 
observable features and can be distinguished from non-living things

ACSIS060 Represent and communicate ideas and findings in a 
variety of ways such as diagrams, physical representations and 
simple reports 

YEAR 4 

  HISTORY

ACHHK078  The journey(s) of AT LEAST ONE world navigator, 
explorer or trader up to the late eighteenth century, including 
their contacts with other societies and any impacts.    

  SCIENCE

ACSSU074  Natural and processed materials have a range of 
physical properties; These properties can influence their use

ACSSU075  Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of 
natural processes and human activity

YEAR 5 

  HISTORY

 ACHHK093  Reasons (economic, political and social) for the 
establishment of British colonies in Australia after 1800.  

  SCIENCE

ACSHE083  Scientific understandings, discoveries and inventions 
are used to solve problems that directly affect peoples’ lives 

ACSHE217  Scientific knowledge is used to inform personal and 
community decisions 

YEAR 6  

  SCIENCE

ACSHE099  Important contributions to the advancement of 
science have been made by people from a range of cultures 
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Like any lesson or activity, students who 
are prepared for their excursion will be 
better able to participate and learn when 
they arrive. These activities are intended 
to prepare students for a positive 
experience and then consolidate their 
learning post-visit.

All activities are fully adaptable and can 
be changed to suit your individual grade 
and ability level as needed. We suggest 
you incorporate at least one activity  
into your classroom lessons to introduce 
the idea of museums and the types  
of language that may be used during 
their visit. This will help students begin 
thinking about their visit in a broader 
sense, help reinforce their learning and 
give further opportunities for research 
after their visit.

These icons are used throughout our 
resource to identify the skills base for 
each activity.

To maximise 
students’ time at  
Museum of Brisbane, 
please incorporate 
some of the 
following suggested 
pre and post-visit 
activities to aid in 
preparation and 
consolidation of 
your class visit.

To discuss

To read/research

To create

To write
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

GRANDPARENT/OLDER RESIDENT INTERVIEW

Age group: Year 2 - 6 
Worksheet: page 11

Ask students to interview a grandparent or elder in the 
community. This activity aims to help students better understand 
what life was like when their elders were growing up and some  
of the luxuries they did without. It also helps students make a 
connection with how technology has progressed over the past 
100 years. 

Extension: Ask a number of grandparents to come in and talk to 
the students about life growing up in Brisbane. Have the students 
create a list of questions they would like to ask the visitors and 
facilitate a discussion about the past, present and future of 
Brisbane.
 

PHOTOGRAPHS – PAST TO PRESENT

Age group: Year 1 - 5 

Ask students to bring in 3-5 photos of themselves ranging from a 
baby up until now. Place the photographs in an envelope with 
their name on the front. Hand an envelope to each child, making 
sure not to give the child their own envelope. Give students a 
certain amount of time (depending on their age) to order the 
photos from oldest to most recent. 

Discuss the order students have finished with and enquire about 
what made them think the photo was from the past or the 
present. Is it the colour of the photograph itself? The clothes 
being worn in the photograph? Or is it objects or buildings within 
the photograph?  Have the child who the photographs belong to 
arrange them in the correct order if they aren’t already.

TOY TIMELINE

Age group: Year 1 - 4 
Worksheet: page 12

Look at the timeline on the worksheet and discuss how toys have 
evolved over the years. Have students circle the toys they have 
heard of, or the ones they personally own. Cut out the boy, girl, 
parents and grandparents and place them on the years that the 
student, their brothers or sisters, grandparents and great 
grandparents were born. What toys were available in that year?  
Is that particular toy still sold today? How might it have changed 
over the years?  What is your favourite toy at the moment? Why?

Extension: Have the students take their worksheet home to 
discuss findings. What do their family remember about the toys 
they had when they were growing up?



BRISBANE NOW AND THEN — TEACHER RESOURCE 8

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

MY DAY AT MUSEUM OF BRISBANE

Age group: Year 2 - 6 
Worksheet: page 13 & 14

Have students write a diary entry or letter to a family or friend 
about their day at the Museum. Get them to answer some key 
points within their writing. eg.
•  How did you get to the Museum?
•  What day did you go to the Museum?
•  What interesting fact did you learn while at the Museum?
•  What was your favourite part of your trip to City Hall/Museum 

of Brisbane?
•  Draw a picture of your favourite part of the day.
Note: If you would like to share these with us, please email 
education@museumofbrisbane.com.au 

TRANSPORT – PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

Age group: Year 2 - 6 
Worksheet: page 15

Use the worksheet provided and ask students to draw a past mode 
of transport, a mode of transport they use today and then what 
they think transport may look like in the future. Discuss how 
technology has changed throughout the years and why some 
modes of transport aren’t used anymore while others are. Discuss 
their drawings with the rest of the class or within small groups.

Extension: Using a picture of a horse-drawn tram and a modern day 
car, have the children complete a Venn diagram, listing the things 
that are similar (e.g. seats, wheels), and the things that are different. 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

Age group: Year 2 - 6 
Worksheet: page 16

Using the worksheet provided ask students to circle the objects 
that have been replaced by an app on a smart phone. Go through 
each item at the start of the lesson. Some of the items may not 
have been seen before by the students. Discuss their individual 
uses and why they were important. Focus on how technology has 
changed the way we do things and made things more accessible 
and portable. A Venn diagram could also be used for this activity. 
Have the children cut out the pictures and place them on a Venn 
diagram. 

Extension: Technology has helped us by making things faster and 
easier, but has technology had any negative impacts along the 
way? If so, what are some examples? How can we help minimise 
these negative effects? 

FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS

Age group: Year 2 - 6 
Worksheet: page 17

Use the photographs supplied on page 17 to stimulate 
conversation regarding clothing, family outings and traditions  
in the 1900s versus today.

Note: The photograph is a family group on the banks of the 
Brisbane River at Fairfield.
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EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCES

We endeavour to 
maximise students’ 
visits by offering 
engaging and 
informative 
experiences that 
complement 
classroom learning.

Our exhibitions are constantly  
changing; please go to our website 
museumofbrisbane.com.au for other 
experiences on offer for your students.

DURATION

City Hall tour 
Approx 45mins

Clock Tower tour & timeline activity 
Clock Tower tour 15mins  
Timeline activity 35mins

Object handling workshop   
Approx 45mins

These can be booked individually, 
however depending on group size  
we aim to engage your students by 
combining the above experiences across 
a whole day.

COST

Brisbane now and then: Uncovering  
a significant site and exploring Brisbane 
history (incl. all experiences)  
$9.90 per student

Individual experience prices:

City Hall tour:  
$5.50 per student

Clock Tower tour & timeline workshop: 
$5.50 per student

Object handling workshop:  
$5.50 per student

These prices include a 16 page colour 
activity booklet for each student to work 
through during their visit, and extra 
activities to complete at home or in  
class to consolidate learning.
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STUDY 
RESOURCES

You may find the following additional 
resources useful when exploring 
museums, Brisbane history, the past  
and how technology has changed over 
the years.

PUBLICATIONS 
Brisbane 150 stories: 1859–2009 –  
 Frank McBride
Lost Brisbane – Royal Historical Society  
 of Brisbane
The River – Museum of Brisbane
Brisbane Then and Now – Helen Gregory
The Brisbane River – JG Steel
City in the Sun – Oswald Ziegler
The Brisbane River a pictorial history –  
 Robert Longhurst and William Douglas

WEBSITES  
www.anzacportal.dva.gov.au/teachers/ 
 resources 
www.historypin.org/en 
www.museumofplay.org/exhibits/ 
 toy-halls-of-fame 
trove.nla.gov.au

IMPORTANT 
VOCABULARY

Discuss before your visit: 

Museum
History
Timeline
Heritage
Technology
Vintage
Future
Present
Past
Old
Technology

Di

New
Generations
Artefact
Significance
Tradition
Diversity
Elder
Compare/
Comparison
Invention 
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Choose all or just a few of the questions 
suggested to create a worksheet for  
your class.  Have them take this sheet  
to help record their interview and start  
a dialogue between your student and 
their grandparent. 

These questions are to act as a catalyst 
which may start an interesting story or 
trigger a unique memory. Ask the 
students what they could learn from this 
person because of their life experience 
and the amount of time they have lived  
in Brisbane.

WHO
1.  What is your name?
2.  Does it have a special meaning? 
3.  Did you have any nicknames?
4.  When and where were you born?

FAMILY AND FRIENDS
5.   Where was your family home? 
6.   What kinds of things did your family do together on the 

weekends when you were young?
7.   What did you do with your friends for fun when you were 

growing up?

SCHOOL AND WORK
8.  What school did you attend? 
9.  What were your favourite subjects? Why?
10. Where have you lived?
11. What was your first job?

HOLIDAYS AND TRADITION
12. Did your family have holiday traditions? 
13. What did you do for your holidays as a child?

FAVOURITES
14. Did you have a favourite book as a child? 
15. Did you have a favourite song as a child? 
16. Did you have a favourite food as a child?
17. What are your favourite things to do now?
18. What is your favourite childhood memory?

BRISBANE
19. What smell reminds you of Brisbane? Why?
20. Where are your favourite places in Brisbane?
21. What do you love about living in Brisbane?

GRANDPARENT/OLDER  
RESIDENT INTERVIEW 
 
Interviewing grandparents or elders  
in your community is a great way to  
preserve history or pass on family stories. 



BRISBANE NOW AND THEN — TEACHER RESOURCE 12

Look at the timeline showing popular toys 
throughout history.  

Circle the toys you have seen before.  
Do you own any of these toys?

Cut and paste yourself, your parents and 
your grandparents onto the year they 
were born. What toys might they have 
played with?

WORKSHEET  

TOY TIMELINE  
 

1900

2000

1960

1990

1980

1950

1940

1930

1970

YOU YOU



BRISBANE NOW AND THEN — TEACHER RESOURCE 13

Name: ............................................................................................................................................................................

We visited Museum of Brisbane on  ..................................................................................................................

My favourite part of the day was when ............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

I learnt about ..............................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

WORKSHEET  

MY DAY AT MUSEUM OF BRISBANE  
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.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

WORKSHEET  

MY DAY AT MUSEUM OF BRISBANE  
 

Image: Atmosphere Photography
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Draw a mode of transport that was used in the past, a mode of transport we use today and 
then use your imagination to draw what you think transport will look like in the future.

WORKSHEET  

TRANSPORT PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE  
 

PAST 

PRESENT 

FUTURE  
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Discuss the items below.   
Which of the items can now 
be replaced with an 
application on a smart 
phone? 

WORKSHEET  

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT   
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CONTACT

For more information on  
Museum of Brisbane or  
City Hall visit our website:  
museumofbrisbane.com.au

For information regarding bookings, please visit  
museumofbrisbane.com.au/education 


